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children of Washington, DC’s Ward 8, improv-
ing the quality of their daily lives and nuturing 
their desire and ability to succeed. For over 20 
years, Karin has demonstrated an inspirational 
commitment to the health and happiness of 
hundreds of children served by Horton’s Kids. 

I have known Karin for over 20 years. We 
both had the honor of serving on the staff of 
the late Congressman Joe Moakley. Karin 
founded Horton’s Kids in 1989 while working 
as Congressman Moakley’s press secretary. 
When she stopped at a Capitol Hill gas station 
late on a Sunday night and several children 
offered to pump her gas for spare change, the 
idea for Horton’s Kids began to take shape. 
Karin initially enlisted friends and Congres-
sional co-workers to take a small number of 
the children on field trips in their personal cars 
over the weekends. The program next ex-
panded to tutoring sessions on Tuesday nights 
to encourage academic achievement. 

Today, hundreds of children from Anacostia 
regularly participate in Horton’s Kids mentoring 
and tutoring programs. They also receive den-
tal and eye care, enjoy birthday and holiday 
celebrations, participate in community service 
projects, and attend a six-week summer camp 
dedicated to improving literacy and to pre-
venting the ‘‘summer slide.’’ Most importantly, 
these children benefit from the attention, love, 
and dedication of over 500 volunteer mentors 
who help enrich their lives, expand edu-
cational opportunities, and offer as much per-
sonal attention as possible. 

Horton’s Kids can help so many kids be-
cause of the financial generosity of individuals, 
corporations, civic groups and foundations. 
But their greatest resources are the enthusi-
astic and dedicated volunteers—many of 
whom work full time on Capitol Hill—and their 
talented, dedicated staff. Monday and Tues-
day night tutoring in Rayburn House Office 
Building draws Hill staff and professionals 
from throughout the Washington area. On 
Wednesdays, a partnership with the U.S. De-
partment of Education brings Horton’s Kids to 
their facilities for a third night of tutoring with 
Department staff. And in 2008, Horton’s Kids 
added a Wednesday evening academic en-
richment program for older students, providing 
additional mentoring from committed profes-
sionals. 

Karin Walser has earned numerous well-de-
served honors and awards in recent years, in-
cluding the WJLA–ABC 7 Working Women 
Award, the Bryn Mawr School Young Alumni 
Award, and a briefing with former President 
Bush followed by a Presidential mention as a 
‘‘social entrepreneur’’ in a national speech on 
mentoring. She was chosen as WETA’s 
Hometown Hero for April 2005 and was fea-
tured on NBC Nightly News’ ‘‘Making a Dif-
ference.’’ Karin and the inspirational story be-
hind Horton’s Kids were also featured in Alli-
son Silberburg’s 2009 book, Visionaries in Our 
Midst. 

Karin Walser’s continued commitment to the 
children and families of Washington, DC’s 
Ward 8 has transformed hundreds of lives. 
The children of Horton’s Kids are overcoming 
obstacles and succeeding: graduating high 
school, finding internships, and applying to 
colleges. Their growth is a testament to the 
dedicated efforts of Karin Walser. 

Marquitta Jones became a Horton’s Kid as 
a young girl, attending tutoring programs and 
Sunday field trips. Now enrolled in college, 
Marquitta credits Karin Walser for her suc-

cess. ‘‘Karin cared about me and my edu-
cation when not many did,’’ Marquitta says. 
‘‘She’s made a difference in our neighborhood 
where the kids need someone to believe in 
them.’’ 

As Marquitta says, ‘‘one person can make a 
difference to children, and Karin has gone 
above and beyond.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Karin Walser is an inspira-
tion to us all. I know that all of my colleagues 
in the House join me in paying tribute to this 
remarkable woman. 
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Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to my good friend, the 
late Judge Bill Isenhour, of Mission, Kansas, 
who died on April 10. 

Bill Isenhour was born in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, where he graduated in 1960 from Wyan-
dotte High School. Bill attended Kansas City 
University, UMKC, where he was student body 
president, editor of the newspaper, member of 
the varsity debate team, including being the 
undefeated regional champions and participa-
tion in the National Debate Tournament in 
West Point in 1964. He graduated with a BA 
in speech in 1964. He married Karen Kay Pe-
terson on June 26, 1965. While Karen taught 
school, he attended law school at UMKC, 
where he was the recipient of the Dean’s Merit 
Scholarship and graduated in the top of his 
class in 1968 with a J.D. Bill served as law 
clerk to Chief Judge Arthur J. Stanley, Jr., 
U.S. District Court for the District of Kansas, 
from 1968–1969. 

Bill resigned his clerkship to begin private 
law practice in Johnson County and practiced 
law with the firm Soden, Eisenbrandt, Isenhour 
& Gates—which eventually became Soden, 
Isenhour & Cox—until 1994. In the early 70s, 
he served as Municipal Judge in Merriam and 
Mission, Kansas. In 1994, he was appointed 
by Governor Joan Finney as District Court 
Judge in the 10th Judicial District in the State 
of Kansas, Johnson County. Judge Isenhour 
served as a civil court judge until 2005, when 
he became one of the first members of the 
Johnson County Family Court. He was a 
member of the Johnson County Bar Associa-
tion, Kansas Bar Association, the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Bar Association, the Kansas Trial 
Lawyers Association, Phi Delta Phi legal fra-
ternity, the American Judges Association, the 
Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, 
and was a member of the National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges. He pre-
sented at numerous legal education programs, 
primarily in the area of family law. In 2008, he 
received the President’s Award from the 
Heartland Mediators’ Association for the work 
in his court encouraging mediation. Bill retired 
from the bench in the fall of 2008. 

Judge Isenhour was a member of St. Mi-
chael and All Angel’s Episcopal Church in Mis-
sion, where he served in numerous roles, in-
cluding Sunday school teacher, usher, lector, 
stewardship chairman, delegate to diocesan 
convention, member of the vestry, Junior War-
den and Senior Warden. He was involved in 

helping start Breakfast at St. Paul’s—a hot- 
breakfast program for families in KCK—which 
serves more than 200 persons each week at 
the church in which he grew up. Judge 
Isenhour also served on the boards of the 
Mission Chamber of Commerce, the Milhaven 
Homes Association, the Saint Michael’s Day 
School and served as secretary of the John-
son County Bar Association. 

Bill loved spending time with his family, his 
friends from church, traveling—particularly to 
his cabin in the mountains of Colorado, and 
spoiling his two grandchildren. He is survived 
by his wife of almost 45 years, Karen 
Isenhour; his son, Kirk Isenhour and partner 
Doug Anning of Kansas City, Missouri; his 
daughter, Stephanie Price and husband War-
ren of Overland Park; and two grandchildren, 
Dillon and Katie Price. He is also survived by 
his three sisters and brother, Diana Patterson 
(Jeff) of Merriam; Mary Isenhour (Bill Patton) 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Victoria 
Charlesworth (Jim) of Overland Park; and Phil-
lip Isenhour (Ellen Zipf) of Elm Grove, Wis-
consin; three aunts, Mary Clark of Kansas 
City, Kansas, Kathleen Noe of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, and Dee Isenhour of Manteo, North 
Carolina, along with many loving nieces, neph-
ews and cousins. 

Madam Speaker, Bill Isenhour was my good 
friend and former law partner. I join with his 
extended family and many friends in mourning 
his passing and paying tribute to his decades 
of dedicated service to our community. 
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor rock-and-roll 
legend, Philadelphia institution, and my good 
friend, Jerry Blavat. For 50 years, Jerry has 
been entertaining audiences in Philadelphia 
and beyond with his love of music and dedica-
tion to good times. 

Jerry burst onto the Philadelphia music 
scene as a dancer on the original Bandstand, 
where he soon became a crowd favorite. He 
transitioned into radio in 1960, hosting his own 
rock and roll show, which broadcasted in 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey. 
With the nickname ‘‘The Geator with the Heat-
er’’, Jerry quickly established himself as a 
landmark on the Philadelphia airwaves. Today, 
Jerry continues to host radio shows in a vari-
ety of formats that can be heard around the 
world. 

In addition to his prominence on Philadel-
phia radio, Jerry is a well-known cultural icon. 
Utilizing his prominence in the music scene, 
Jerry is able to draw attention to a variety of 
causes. A huge fan of Motown and doo-wop, 
Jerry continues to showcase the contributions 
Philadelphia area artists made to rock and roll. 
In recognition of his outstanding work and 
contributions to the music world, Jerry was in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
1998. 

Jerry Blavat’s long and impressive career 
showcases his pride in and commitment to his 
community. Madam Speaker, I ask that you 
and my other distinguished colleagues join me 
in celebrating Jerry’s 50 years of entertaining 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:05 May 07, 2010 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A06MY8.030 E06MYPT1S
M

A
R

T
IN

E
Z

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-11T15:22:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




